
Yut Quartet
Heidi Li: Voice + Composition
Manuel Magrini: Piano
Massimiliano Rolff: Double bass
Antonio Fusco: Drums

Chinese opera Inspired Jazz



Depending how it’s written, 粵 or 越 in Chinese ideogram, “Yut” (romanized based on Cantonese pronunciation), can mean 

“Cantonese” or “cross” respectively. "Yut" is a project featuring original jazz compositions infused with musical elements and 

expressions of yuequ (Cantonese opera), a regional form of xiqu (Chinese Opera). Through the interplay and improvisations of 

musicians from diverse cultural backgrounds, "Yut Jazz" transcends genre boundaries, creating a harmonious fusion of East 

and West where traditional Chinese influences seamlessly blend with the improvisational spirit of jazz. 

Hong Kong-born vocalist and composer, Heidi Li, developed a deep connection with yuequ in her childhood under her parents’ 

influence. Upon discovering the passion for jazz music and improvisation in Italy during early adulthood, Heidi started to pursue 

the dream of embracing yuequ into jazz for something unique. Her thesis and recital prepared for a jazz vocal performance 

degree from Siena Jazz University were centered around the theme "Xiqu meets Jazz: The possibilities of incorporating musical 

structures and expressions of Cantonese Opera in Jazz," earning her a full mark of 110 at graduation. This project is a reflection 

of her Chinese upbringing and Italian education. 

Collaborating with Heidi are three accomplished Italian musicians: Manuel Magrini, an award-winning pianist and Heidi’s 

long-term collaborator; Antonio Fusco, whose five-year residence in China lends a unique perspective in his drum sound; and 

the veteran touring artist Massimiliano Rolff on double bass. 



Heidi Li- Voice
Heidi Li is a Hong Kong born multicultural and multilingual Jazz vocalist, composer and 

teacher. Under her parents' guidance, Heidi grew up performing Yuequ (Cantonese 

Opera) and won a yuequ singing competition at 11 years old on a local Hong Kong TV 

channel. 

Heidi has lived abroad in Canada, the UK and France before settling in Italy, where she 

developed the passion for Jazz and improvisation. She graduated from Siena Jazz 

University with full marks of 110, exploring the integration of Yuequ elements in Jazz 

composition and performance for her thesis and recital.

In 2016, Heidi released her debut EP "Third Culture Kid," featuring six original 

compositions in English, Italian, and Cantonese, reflecting her multicultural upbringing. 

Her “Heidi Sings Italian Dialects” project has earned her recognition from the Italian 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, particularly with her performance at the 2016 States General 

of the Italian Language in the World in Florence. In 2022, with support from the Italian 

Cultural Institute Hong Kong & Macau, her second album was published. 

In recent years, Heidi continues to perform, produce, and teach in Europe and Asia at 

events such as the Italian National Day celebration (HK), the HangZhou Jazz On the 

Lake Festival (CN), the Salento Film Festival (IT), and the Freespace Jazz Festival (HK) 

etc. Embracing a new challenge in 2023, Heidi stepped into the world of movie 

soundtracks as the composer for Nabin Subba's feature film "A Road to a Village” 

(World Premiered at TIFF 2023), starring celebrated Nepali actor Dayahang Rai. 



Manuel Magrini - 
Piano

Manuel Magrini, born in 1990, won the 2017 Lelio Luttazzi Prize at the 

prestigious jazz club Blue Note Milano. He developed an interest in jazz music 

at a young age and started learning the craft from maestro Ramberto 

Ciammarughi. He has collaborated with numerous groups, performing across 

Europe, Asia, Middle East and America. 

Since 2014, he has been part of the National Orchestra of Young Jazz Talents 

organized by the Teatro Puccini in Florence, Siena Jazz, and Music Pool. This 

orchestra is comprised of the best jazz department students from all the 

Conservatories in Italy, with whom he has performed on significant stages like 

the Teatro Piccolo Strehler in Milan and the Obi Hall in Florence. In the same 

year, Manuel received a scholarship at the Fara Music Festival to study at the 

Collective School of Music in New York.

In 2016, his first solo piano CD titled "Unexpected" was released under the 

Encore Jazz label by Roberto Lioli. Manuel presented the album in various 

locations, including Domus Art Centro Cultura in Naples, the Izmir European 

Jazz Festival in Smyrna, Teatro la Fenice in Venice, Sala Vanni in Florence, 

Casa del Jazz in Rome, Folk Club in Turin, and Piazza Sheraton in Milan.



Massimiliano Rolff's music, founded on a deep knowledge of the jazz tradition combined 

with a personal taste for composition, has become in recent years a point of reference 

for many lovers of jazz music in Italy and in Europe.

As a freelance bassist in recent years he has played in the most renowned jazz clubs, 

festivals, theaters, TV shows, Embassies and Italian Cultural Institutes in Italy, Holland, 

France, Austria, Spain, Switzerland, Germany, Portugal, Hungary, Bulgaria, Israel, 

Turkey, Argentina, Uruguay, China, Japan, Hong Kong and USA with Steve Grossman, 

Scott Hamilton, Eliot Zigmund, Perico Sambeat, Jesse Davis, Dave Schnitter, Federico 

Britos, Phil Woods, Peter King, Garrison Fewell, Herb Geller, Rachel Gould, Eric Legnini, 

Danny Grissett, Sangoma Everett, Andrea Dulbecco, Andy Gravish, Dado Moroni, Flavio 

Boltro, Paolo Damiani, Gabriele Mirabassi, Luca Begonia, Marco Tamburini, Gianpaolo 

Casati, Carlo Atti, Andrea Pozza, François Chassagnite, Claudio Chiara, Luca 

Santaniello, Karen Edwards , Johannes Faber, Emanuele Cisi, Enzo Zirilli, Jasper van't 

Hof, Alessio Menconi and many other fantastic musicians.

Since 2006 he has released 8 albums as a leader, composer and arranger [Unit Five, 

2006 - Naked, 2009 - More music, 2012 - Scream! 2016 - Italian Life in contemporary 

time, 2016 - Cubiculum, 2017 - Home Feeling, 2018 - Gershwin on Air, 2021] receiving 

international awards, acknowledgments and critical reviews. He has participated in the 

recording of dozens of albums as a sideman. In 2008 he founded the Count Basie Jazz 

Club in Genoa, and since 2011 he has taught at the Conservatories of Messina, La 

Spezia, Monopoli and Palermo. He currently holds the chair of Jazz Bass at the 

Piacenza Jazz Conservatory.

Massim
iliano Rolff - 

Double Bass



Italian drummer, composer, and educator Antonio Fusco has created a 

name for himself across the globe as a versatile,abundantly creative, and 

mindful musical presence in the jazz scenes throughout Europe, Asia, and 

Africa.

His deep and nuanced knowledge and artistry on the drums has led him to 

perform in many musical spheres, including jazz,rock, funk, pop, blues, 

and avant-garde styles. Antonio Fusco as recorded over 39 albums as a 

side-man, and six albums as leader and co-leader.

His most recent releases as a bandleader include his quintet album 

“Peaceful Soul” (2022) and his trio album “Sete” (2023).Steeped in the jazz 

and classical traditions of Asian, Afro-American, and European music, his 

masterful compositions combine complex harmony and rhythm with wistful 

melodies to create an elevated and enjoyable experience for even the 

newest and oldest of jazz listeners.

Fusco is currently performing his music and collaborating with esteemed 

artists throughout Massimiliano Rolff Trio Gershwin On Air, Tino Tracanna 

Plamede Q, while also sharing his love for jazz drumming and education 

on the Asian based website JazzWorld.

Antonio Fusco - 
Drum

s



PAST CONCERTS
• 2024 Chinese New Year Reception, Excelsior Gallia Milan, organized by the Hong Kong Economic & Trade Office Brussels
• 2023 European Day Reception, Hong Kong Maritime Museum
• 2023 Mutamenti Festival in Hong Kong, Tsuen Wan Town Hall, HK
• 2023 Experimenta Festival, San Giustino (Perugia), Italy
• 2022 “Ode to the Moon” Jazz Night for Mid-Autumn, Lobby, Peninsula HK
• 2022 “A Jazz Tribute to Italian Music”, Shaw Auditorium Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
• 2022 Make Music Hong Kong!, The Box, West Kowloon 
• 2021 “A Jazz Tribute to Italian Music”, The Miller Theater, Asia Society Hong Kong Center
• 2021 Italian National Day Concert, Hong Kong City Hall Theatre
• 2021 “Synthing the 80s” Concert,  Chai Wan Y Theatre and Shouson Theatre Arts Centre
• 2020 Freespace Jazz Festival, West Kowloon Freespace Terrace
• 2020 Hong Kong International Jazz Festival, Hong Kong City Hall Theatre
• 2019 Italian National Day Dinner, Four Seasons Hotel, Guangzhou & HB Town Changsha
• 2019 Tour in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and Hangzhou, Including: Hangzhou Jazz on the Lake Festival, Tsinghua University and 

Italian Chamber of Commerce Gala at Park Hyatt Beijing
• 2018 Tour in Beijing, Chongqing, Chengdu and Guangzhou
• 2018 Tour in Hong Kong, Guangzhou, Zhuhai and Macau, Including a TV performance at “The Work” RTHK and a sold out concert 

at Sai Wan Ho Civic Center organized by ICI
• 2018 Maratea Jazz Festival, Italy
• 2017 Salento International Film Festival, Tricase, Italy
• 2016 General States of Italian Language and Culture, Palazzo Vecchio, Florence, Italy













http://www.heidili.com

info@heidili.com

http://www.facebook.com/heidili.music

Tel: +39 3930113266

Skype: heidilihoiyi

Wechat: heidilihoiyi

https://www.youtube.com/channel/@H
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